
Our privacy policy which outlines how we manage personal data is online at: www.weizmann.org.uk/privacy-policy

World class scientists from the  
Weizmann Institute of Science  
will be joining us at the Science  
Museum for our 10th anniversary  
Making Connections Gala Dinner.
Our Cocktail of Science reception will serve  
up a unique opportunity to sip from the 
fountain of knowledge as you mix and mingle 
with our fascinating scientists. They are  
full to the brim with innovative ideas that  
are guaranteed to shake and stir the mind.  
As you engage with each scientist you will  
be treated to a heady blend of brain-power 
that really packs a punch!

Together we will raise a glass to celebrate ten 
remarkable years of our Making Connections 
programme that has forged so many fruitful 
collaborations between scientists from the UK 
and Israel. 

A decade of Making Connections partnerships  
have been made possible thanks to the visionary 
support of THE BLUSTON CHARITABLE TRUST.

Thanks to TERRY AND JEAN DE GUNZBURG for  
their generous support in bringing Weizmann 
scientists to London for our Making Connections 
Systems Biology Symposium.
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Dr. Shalev Itzkovitz  
studies how cells  
form into tissues,  
with a specific focus  
on the intestine,  
liver and pancreas. 
He also explores the 
malfunction of tissue 
conditions in diabetes 
and cancer. 

Dr. Itay Tirosh studies 
the diversity of cells 
and their interactions 
within tumours, how 
these are associated 
with treatment failure 
and with the spreading 
of tumours to form 
metastases. He aims to 
design new therapeutic 
strategies that will 
take into account the 
complex composition 
of tumours.

How do  
cells grow 
into tissues?

Why are 
some cells 
in a tumour 
eradicated 
by treatment 
while others 
survive 
and spread 
to other 
organs? 

Dr. Yifat Merbl 
explores the multitude 
of modifications that 
proteins undergo in 
the body, with a focus 
on one of the most 
important mechanisms 
in determining the  
fate and function  
of proteins. Her 
research has particular 
implications for diseases 
involving inflammation 
such as cancer  
and autoimmunity. 

How do 
proteins 
maintain 
cellular 
equilibrium 
in health  
and disease?

How do 
immune 
system cells 
interact  
with each 
other?

Prof. Nir Friedman  
studies how cells of 
the immune system 
and immune T-cells 
communicate with each 
other to coordinate 
accurate immune 
responses. His studies, 
which combine single 
cell experiments and 
mathematical modelling, 
are shedding light on 
autoimmune disorders, 
diabetes and cancer.

Dr. Igor Ulitsky   
investigates the  
biology of long  
stretches of DNA 
that until recently 
were assumed to have 
limited function, but 
are now considered 
to be associated with 
a number of diseases, 
including cancer  
and epilepsy.

What effect 
do long 
stretches  
of DNA, once 
considered 
junk, have 
on human 
disease?

Is it  
possible  
to predict  
who will 
develop 
leukaemia?

Dr. Liran Shlush 
investigates blood 
cancers and how 
molecular changes 
associated with blood-
producing stem cells 
is linked with a higher 
incidence of leukaemia.  

Prof. Elad Scheidman 
investigates how 
networks of neurons 
encode and relay 
information. Currently, 
he is focused on how 
individuals interact  
and coordinate as a 
group – a fundamental 
aspect of behaviour  
and human learning 
processes that rely 
on an understanding 
of how populations 
of neurons function 
effectively.

Dr. Yaniv Ziv  
explores the 
mechanisms and 
dynamics underlying 
long-term memory  
in normal and 
pathological conditions. 
His research uses  
novel optical imaging 
methods for tracking 
how the coding 
properties of large 
populations of  
neurons change. 

How do 
neuronal 
networks 
process 
information?

How is 
memory 
information 
encoded in 
the brain  
and what 
happens to  
it over time?

Dr. Roi Avraham  
studies how the 
body responds to 
invading pathogens 
like salmonella or 
tuberculosis. He 
is designing new 
strategies to address 
such bacterial attacks, 
especially in the  
face of widespread 
antibiotic resistance.

Prof. Uri Alon   
works at the interface 
between physics 
and biology, and is 
one of the pioneers 
of systems biology. 
He is investigating 
the principles of the 
molecular systems that 
guide the decisions  
made by our bodies’  
cells, and is currently 
studying ageing and  
ways to reverse  
ageing-related decline.

How do 
principles 
from physics 
inform the 
biology of 
the human 
body?

What  
happens 
when 
invading 
pathogens 
attack our 
immune 
systems?

How are molecules  
formed in outer space? 
Prof. Daniel Zajfman, President,  
Weizmann Institute of Science  
focuses on atomic and molecular physics.  
He studies how molecules are formed in 
interstellar space by recreating interstellar 
conditions in his laboratory.


